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spends seven days. "The Second part of the letter to the Minister of Exterior Relations, comprehending the claims of the United States upon France, being also prepared, I read it to Genl Pinckney & Mr. Gerry." Both sections of Marshall's letter to Talleyrand were submitted to his colleagues for suggestions.1
It was hard work to get Gerry to examine and sign the memorial. "I had so repeatedly pressed Mr. Gerry/' notes Marshall, "on the subject of our letter prepared for the Minister of Exterior Relations & manifested such solicitude for its being so completed as to enable us to send it, that I had obviously offended. Today I have urged that subject and for the last time,3'2 Two days later Marshall chronicles that "Mr. Gerry finished the examination of our letter to the Minister of Exterior Relations/' 3 A week later the letter, translated and signed, is delivered to Talleyrand.4
Upon this memorial were based future and successful American negotiations,5 and the statement by Marshall remains to this day one of the ablest state papers ever produced by American diplomacy.
Marshall reminds Talleyrand of the frequent and open expressions of America's regard for France, given "with all the ardor and sincerity of youth." These, he says, were considered in America "as evidencing a mutual friendship, to be as durable as the republics themselves." Unhappily the scene changed, says Marshall, and "America looks around in vain
1  Marshall's Journal, Jan. 2 and 10, 39.
2  16., Jan. 22, 40.          3 16., 40.          4 16., Jan. 31. 6 The Ellsworth mission. (See infra, chap. XH.)